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Mark 7 v 24-end

T he Galilean ministry is over. Jesus now travelled north into the country between Tyre and 
Sidon which was inhabited by Gentiles, not Jews. It was not the first time he had gone outside 

Jewish territory. But he seems up till now to have gone to seek quiet and to pray. But even on 
Gentile soil he cannot escape notice and soon he is discovered by a Gentile woman who begs him 
to heal her demon-possessed daughter.

T he point of the story was that it put to the test for the first time Jesus’ attitude to the Gentiles. 
What would he do when accosted by a Gentile woman? Jews would never soil their lips with 

forbidden foods, nor would they ever soil their lives by contact with unclean Gentiles. The woman 
came asking help for her daughter. 

J esus’ first response was discouraging. Everyone knew that the Jews were not above referring 
to non-Jews as dogs. It was a word of contempt, an insult. Jesus seemed at first to be 

endorsing the usual Jewish attitude. But Jesus did not shut the door. 

F irst, he said the Jews must be fed. God had chosen this one race for his purpose but he 
planned to make himself known to all the world through them. It was not because God had 

favourites or because the Jews were better than other nations, but simply because God’s method 
was to reach the many through the few. True, Israel had the first offer of the gospel, but only the 
first - there was more to come.

T he sense is that Jesus is saying you know how Jews regard people like you Gentiles as dogs, 
that’s the conventional way of putting it; what have you to say if I put it that way? The woman 

rises splendidly to the occasion, says Jeffrey John. 

I nstead of protesting at this order of priority she accepts that Jesus’ mission was primarily to 
his own people. But she surmised with a prophetic insight, which may well have seemed 

significant to Mark, that his mission’s effects could not be only limited to the Jewish race. “Sir,” she 
answers, “the children have the first right to the food, but even the dogs under the table come in for 
a share of the scraps.” This woman used her determination and her intelligence to press her case. 
Her’s was a faith that would not take no for an answer. 

M ark sought to predict Gentile ministry as part of his endeavour to meet the needs of his Gentile 
readers and to show that the interest and saving power  of Jesus was not confined to the 

Jews alone. By the very fact of her persistence Mark stresses her conviction that it is from Jesus, 
the Jewish Messiah, that salvation is to come. And Jesus heals her daughter. 

W hen Jesus arrived back in the region of Galilee they brought to him a man who was deaf and 
had an impediment in his speech. It is so difficult for deaf people. Often there is no clue to 

others that there is anything wrong. Jesus’ attitude shows us that he is concerned for each one of 
us, for each individual person with all their specific troubles. He shows his tender consideration for 
this deaf man and his feelings for whom life was very difficult. He takes him aside from the crowd, 
all by himself away from the noise and turmoil. He put his hands in the man’s ears and touched his 
tongue with spittle. Jesus dealt with him in a way that spared his feelings and in a way that he 
could understand. As Jesus acts his hearing is restored, the impediment removed and he speaks 
clearly. 

W hen Jesus came bringing healing to people’s bodies and salvation to their spirits he began the 
work of creation all over again.”All that he does, he does well” say the onlookers, “he even 

makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak.” They believe Jesus has fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah 
“Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then the lame will 



leap like deer and the dumb shout aloud.” (Is 35 v5-6). Releasing people from impediments is the 
work of God. God involves himself not in human perfection but in human imperfection. 

P aul says he took upon himself our curse in Galatians, “Christ redeemed us from the curse of 
the law by becoming a curse for us.” (Gal 3v14-15). Redemption literally means to buy back. 

When people in Jesus’ time got into scrapes they needed someone to bail them out. If their 
property was forfeited a family member would step in to recover it. If someone had been forced into 
slavery a family member would pay ransom and purchase their freedom.The one who did the 
purchasing was called the redeemer. 

I t did not take long for the Hebrew people to see themselves as the ones who had been 
bought back or redeemed, not by a member of the family but by the great and merciful 

covenant, God himself. This Old Testament belief was carried over into our Christian faith. As the 
letter of Timothy says,”It was Christ Jesus himself human, who gave himself as ransom for all.” So, 
redemption became central to early Christians. The idea is that we were released from the slavery 
and bondage of sin and the corruption of the world. 
Paul says of Christ, “he disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, 
triumphing over them by the cross” (Col 2v15). 

T hese rulers and authorities were earthly powers but also mighty spiritual forces and 
malignancies of the world, “For our struggle is not against enemies of blood and flesh, but 

against the rulers, against the authorities. against the  cosmic powers of this present darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” (Ephesians 6v12). This was how Paul 
saw the mighty bail out, the mighty redemption of Christ.
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