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How can I unravel the mystery of faith? 

Mystery stories are always very popular: books by Agatha Christie, 
TV series like Poirot and Miss Marple. Most of us love trying to 
solve a mystery, following the clues, looking for things hidden 
beneath surface, watching as the mystery gradually unfolds until it 
is finally revealed to us at the end. 

At the heart of the Bible is a mystery - “the mystery of faith”. We can 
follow the clues in Old Testament, seeing glimpses of God’s 
purposes until the mystery is fully and finally revealed in Jesus. 
Even then, people find it difficult to grasp until the Holy Spirit gives 
them understanding. 

We proclaim this mystery of faith every Sunday in the Eucharist. 

“Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.” 

Actually it is in three parts, and each part is a mystery. Today I want 
to talk about the first part: 
The mystery of the cross - “Christ has died.” 

At first glance there appears to be no mystery. We know that Jesus 
died around 30 AD. It is a fact of history, not just recorded in the 
gospels but by contemporary historians. To investigate the mystery 
we need to consider 1. who was on the cross and 
2. what was actually happening on the cross. 

1. No ordinary man 

When we look beneath the surface of the events, we realise that 
this was no ordinary man dying on the cross, but Christ - the 
promised Saviour, the Lord from heaven, the Son of God, the one 
who never sinned. When Jesus asked “Who do you say that I am?” 
the disciples realised that Jesus wasn’t just another rabbi or 
prophet. Peter answered - “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God”. How was it possible for this man - the Christ to die?  



Charles Wesley put the conundrum perfectly: 

Tis mystery all, the immortal dies Who can explore his strange 
design In vain the firstborn seraph tries 
To sound the depths of love divine. 

The mystery of the cross begins to unfold when we recognise that 
the cross is a demonstration of God’s immense love for each one of 
us. As Paul puts it: “Jesus Christ did not regard equality with God as 
something to be exploited but emptied himself, took on the form of a 
servant and became obedient - even to death on the cross.” The 
cross is the supreme revelation of God’s love. 

2. No ordinary death 

The second part of the mystery is that this was no ordinary death. 
As we look beneath the surface we see a deeper significance. The 
first clue comes hundreds of years before the coming of Jesus 
when Isaiah prophesies: “Surely he carried our weakness and our 
sorrows weighed him down, the Lord has laid on him the sins of us 
all.” John the Baptist points at Jesus and says “Look. There is the 
lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” Paul writes “All 
the record of our sins that stood against us, he took it, set it aside 
and nailed it to his cross.” 

The mystery of faith is that we can look at the cross and “see all our 
sins on Jesus laid.” By faith we can look at our own hearts and see 
all our sins gone; we are forgiven, washed clean! How? Because 
Jesus Christ has carried them all away on the cross. 

You and I can personally accept the mystery of the cross today 

• Follow the clues in the Bible 
• Let the Holy Spirit guide you into the truth 
• Surrender your heart and life to Jesus right now 
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